New Venture
We are very excited to announce that
Walker Bros., Inc., will now produce and
market the California Asparagus Seed and
Transplants, Inc.(CAST) proprietary
asparagus seed varieties. We are working
with the Bensondés to iff8
transition from CAST to Walker Bros., Inc.
for these important varieties. In 2011, we
will be the exclusive seed producer for the
Atlas F1,
Grande F1, RIS know asparagus!
Apollo F1,
and Purple
Passion
varieties, as
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The current fourth generation owners have
been involved in all aspects of asparagus
production, including consulting, hybrid
seed, crown, and fresh market production

and marketing, for over 25 years.

www.walkerseed.com

Our wealth of knowledge and experience
along with outstanding customer service will
help us meet our goal to provide you with
high quality, tried and true, affordable hybrid
asparagus seed!
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Varieties

In 2011 Walker Bros, Inc. will be harvesting
a brand new seed block for the proprietary
clonal hybrid varieties Atlas F1, Grande F1, ,
and Apollo F1, as well as seed for the UC

157 F1 and Pur-
ple Passion va-
riety. Parental
plant materials
were released
from CAST
seed blocks in
2007 and tested
by DNA analy-
sis for genetic
purity. All plant

8 New virusfree seed
blocks for all varieties

8 Parent materials tested
for genetic purity

8 Seed block inspected
and certified

8 Excellent value; seed
cost significantly less

Grande F1

8§ Early and vigorous, excel-

lent yielder early through late

in the cutting season;

8§ Very attractive medium-

large to large diameter spears

(larger than Atlas, Apollo, and

UC 157);

8§ Green with little purple coloration on the bud

scales, tip and butt;

Used for both green and white production;

Very tight heads for smooth appearance; cylin-

drical shape with slight tapering spear tips;

8§ Maintains very tight head under warm to hot
growing conditions;

8 High tolerance to fusarium, rust, and other
foliar diseases; free of AV II.

GRANDE |

material tested than some varieties

negative for As-
paragus Latent
Virus 1l (AV II).
The new seed block will be inspected and
certified by the California Seed Certification
program.

8 Well tested varieties
over long term; less ris

The bottom line: high quality, tried and true,
affordable hybrid asparagus seed!

Atlas F1

§ Early, vigorous, and excel-

lent yielder; 20-50% higher

b yielding than UC157;

] 8§ Medium to large green

, 1 spears with slight purple at

the tip and butt;

Used for both green and white production;

Tightly headed for smooth appearance, ta-

pering spears with cylindrical shape;

§ Maintains tight head under hot growing con-
ditions;

§ Tolerant to fusarium, rust and cercospora
foliar diseases; free of AV II.
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vC157 F1

§ Tried and true clonal hybrid
with very early spear
emergence;

§ Set standard for yield and
spear quality for fresh green
asparagus;

8§ All green, smooth, tight-
tipped, medium spear diameter;

8 Predominant cultivar in California, Peru,

Mexico, and others areas with moderate to hot

climatic conditions;

Used in both green and white production;

High tolerance to fusarium and moderate

tolerance to rust; free of AV II.
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§ Burgundy colored, low fiber

§ Tightly compressed bud

Apollo F1

8 Early vigorous hybrid;

8 Medium to large diameter
spears with slight purple at tip
and butt of speatr;

§ Spears have a cylindrical
shape with slight tapering and
overall smooth appearance;

8 Well received in the proc-
essing and freezing industries;

§ Attractive dark green spears with very tight

heads under cool to warm growing conditions;

§ High tolerance to fusarium and rust; Free of

AV 11,

Purple Passion

spear with creamy green
interior;

scales with tight, rounded —ﬁ‘
tip; ‘

§ Later spear production  purpLE PASSION

protects it from early frost
damage;

§ Mild and sweet tasting large diameter spears;

sugar content 20% greater than green spears;

§ Great addition to specialty retail markets.



